
Feb. 12 • St. Paul’s Annual Reports due 

Feb. 15• Parish Office closed in observance of Presidents Day 

Feb. 16 • Vestry Meeting • 5:15 p.m . 

Feb. 19 • Vestry nominations due 

Mar. 7 • St. Paul’s Annual Parish meeting  
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Submit Vestry Nominations 
by February 19 

We will elect three new members of the Vestry to serve 
three-year terms at our Annual Meeting in March. Forms 

for nominations are available for pick up in the Parish Office 
or call for one to be emailed to you. Nominations must be 
received by February 19 for bios to be printed in the Annual 
Meeting booklet.  

A potential vestry member must be a confirmed 
communicant; at least 21 years of age; must be canonically 
resident and actually residing the parish (letter of membership 
on file); must be entitled to suffrage at annual meeting at 
which elected; cannot have served on the Vestry in previous 
three years (though such person is immediately eligible to 
stand for nomination as Warden); and shall not serve more 
than six consecutive years in that or a combination of Vestry 
member/Warden offices unless said individual has served a 
portion of a former term (i.e. filled an unexpired term).  

Prior to the Annual Parish Meeting, potential Vestry 
members will meet with the Rector; consent to the parish’s 
Vestry Covenant; and commit to attend the annual Vestry 
retreat. 

Mardi Gras Activities Arrive 

St . Paul’s kids 
are receiving 

Mardi Gras 
boxes to 
celebrate and 
help them learn 
how the church 
approaches 
Shrove Tuesday. 
Hayes Lancaster 
is already into 
his box — which 
includes beads, 
masks, cake mix, 
frosting, a baby 
and sprinkles. 
The Mardi Gras 
bag dies the symbolism of the celebration to the 
traditions our church. 

Laissez Le Bon Temps Rouler!  

I know it’s hard to believe, but the Season of Lent is 
fast approaching. In some ways, it feels as though 

we have stayed in Lent for a very long time. This year, 
Ash Wednesday falls on February 17 and we will 
observe our normative services while also offering a 
service for people at home. In light of the pandemic, 
we will observe the ancient practice of imposing 
ashes over the head, instead of marking a cross on the 
forehead. Believe it or not, this custom is much older 
in Christendom. Please come and begin the season of 
Lent with the rich liturgical elements that Ash 
Wednesday invites us to share. — Fr. Austin+ 

We re-opened our doors Sunday, January 31(and 
hopefully for a long time thereafter) for in-person 

worship. Bishop Seage has allowed for 25% capacity 
during worship. That means our magic number is 65 
for the Eucharist. We will offer our normative 8 and 
10:30 p.m. services while continuing to offer a morning 
meditation for people at home. We will follow the same 
guidelines made in the spring including wearing 
masks, signing in at the door, and not kneeling at the 
altar rail. We also cannot have congregational singing 
just yet. 

Please keep the bishop in your prayers as incredibly 
difficult decisions are made out of love and safety for 
all of God’s people. We will take this one day at a time, 
in faith. I will keep you as informed and as prepared as 
I can as we enter into the season of Lent, Holy Week, 
and Eastertide. I thank my God every time I think of 
you. 

Austin+

Ash Wednesday Services



Feb. 2 ........Robert Bailey 

Feb. 3 ........Bobbie Rea 

Feb. 5 ........Ann Marie Fitzgerald  

Feb. 6 ........Gary Jones, Lucy Simmons 

Feb. 7 ........ Rick Farr 

Feb. 8 ........Lilly Graham 

Feb. 9 ........ Jerry Greene  

Feb. 13 ......Gary Boone, Cate Simmons 

Feb. 14 ......Rob & Connie Arline,  

                      Lillian Green 

Feb. 15 ......Norma Veach 

Feb. 17 ...... Chris & Julie Stump 

Feb. 18 ......Rosilyn Holladay, Rob Ward 

Feb. 20 ......Adrian Page 

Feb. 21 ......Woodie Abraham, Luke Carrier, 

                       Chip Harwell, Meredith Roberts 

Feb. 22 ......Dawson Eason, Bob Pigford 

Feb. 23 ......Andrea Carver 

Feb. 24 ......Cyndy Howarth, Martha Young 

Feb. 28 ......Tile Howell 

Our Parish family: DJ Wells, Deanne Hester, Edgar Morrison, Hardy P. Graham, Jr., Harriet 
Simmons, Jan Wayton, Jerry Greene, Jo Van Devender, Ivy Jane Sutton, Milo Joseph Sutton, 
Jackson Florey, Mike Reich, Norma Veach, Peggy Carrico, Scott Carmichael, Scott Hudson, 
Hardy P. Graham Sr., William Godwin and the Pigford family.. 

In our senior living communities: Dixie Pigford, Joyce Welsh, Linda James, Lora Jones, Mary 
Scott and Nita Neville.  

Extended family and friends: Alice Miller, Ally Gressett, Amanda Lockey, Amanda Rainey, 
Anita Sumrall, Anna Meyers, Barbara Hopper, Barbara Robinson, Baston Geiger, Beverly 
Bryson, Bill Selman, Bob Hill, Brooke, Brooks Moore, Carey Eldridge, Charmin Edwards, 
Chelsie Abston, Christina Harris, Chris Keipe, Chuck Fishburn, Cory Gaylord, David, Diane 
Dunn, Diane Honeycut, Delroy Ming, Edesser “Dess” Reid Ward, Rob & Aislinn Ward, Doris 
Lewis, Emily Chancellor, Frank Baker, Frank Barrett, Freddie Bea Watson, Gary Dawkins, 
George Farr, Harrison McClain, Helen Valentine, J.T. Lee, Jada Dooley, James, Jane Wacaster, 
Jim Bateman, John, Joey Hutto, Josh, Joy Richardson, Katie, Ken Fisher, Kim Lovette, Kylie 
Temple, Lee Davis Thames, Lou Dubose, Margaret Hadley, Marilyn Mohr, Martha Mazingo, 
Mary Ann Howell, Mary Halliwell, Michelle Nelson, Mike Covert, Mike Lundy, Mike Stanton, 
Nell Nichols, Norman, Rick, Roger, Sandra Nicholas, Sandy Carrier, Sally Buntin, Hannah 
Thompson, Seth Thompson, Steve Plier, Suzanne Benson, Theodore, Tom Schram, Tony 
Sansone, Wanda Farr, Wanda Scott, Wilfe Manning, Willie Spencer, Wilma Kangery and Zack 
Martin.  

We pray for those who have died especially: Joe White, Joan Stewart; grandmother of Tiffany 
McGehee, Thad Wilton “TW” Calcote Jr.; father of Rob Calcote, Sallie Kimbrough Clements 
Friedman Gercens, mother of Melissa Calcote, Frances Norwood Pigford, Dave Russell and 
Brad Young; nephew of Sandy Singleton. 

We pray for those serving in the Armed Forces, for all who serve overseas and their families, 
especially Andrew Behm, Shum Benson, Connor Covert, Graham Ford, T. J. Melton, Nick 
Mullen and Zack Thomas.  

We pray for our Bishop Brian and our Rector Austin and his family. 

This is the first of a series of articles highlighting the  
organizations supported by St. Paul’s Outreach Ministry.  

In 2019, the Outreach Committee developed an application 
process and solicited requests from local charitable 

organizations about needs. Covid-19 prevented us from 
repeating this process in 2020, but thanks to our previous 
research, we do know Care Lodge continues to be effective in 
its service to the community and in need of support. The 

pandemic has significantly 
raised the need for their 
services. 

Care Lodge is our oldest, 
continuing support Outreach 
Ministry. Their mission is 
supporting victims of domestic 
violence, which they have done 
for over 39 years. Prior to 1981, 

calls relating to domestic violence had been received by the 
Mental Health Association. In May 1981, St. Paul’s Outreach 
Committee donated $5,000 to create a program for victims. 
Our then-rector’s wife, Jan Luckett, was the President of the 
Lauderdale County Mental Health Association at the time; she 
saw the need and took it to the Outreach Committee. 

In 1983, support from the Poindexter and Hawkins families 
allowed Care Lodge to relocate the shelter to the now familiar 
house on 23rd Avenue. The agency continued to work as a 
division of the Mental Health Association until 1987 when the 
Board of Trustees determined the agency had sufficient 
funding and support to become a separate entity. 

Today, Care Lodge provides services to approximately 1,000 
victims each year. Care Lodge provides services to residents of 
nine counties in east Mississippi and is the only certified 
domestic violence shelter in the Mississippi Highway Patrol 
District VI. 

Care Lodge is a 501©3 non-profit agency governed by a 
volunteer board that ensures all agency rules, regulations and 
bylaws are consistent with the mission and vision. Funding is 
provided through grants, the United Way and local 
contributions. 

St. Paul’s members and clergy have consistently served on 
the board and Fr. Austin is the current president of the board. 
Gloria Chancellor served for several years but has rotated off. 
We have also continued funding for this effective organization, 
giving $4,000 this year and participating in the Christmas Gifts 
Program each Christmas. Our funds are used to meet client 
needs that are not covered by grant funds such as ID’s, 
medicine, birth certificates, self-care and fun activities while 
in the shelter. 

We rejoice in the birth 
of Kenneth Blanks 
Rigdon, born Jan. 21 
and weighing 5 lbs., 11 
oz. His proud parents 
are Adam & Amanda 
Rigdon; grandparents 
are Gary & Carolyn 
Jones.

Care Lodge Provides 
Much-Needed Services

Observing Lent with Your Family 

The season of Lent is a time of prayer, fasting and penitence in preparation for Easter. During Lent, we 
renew our commitment to Christ and resolve to take on the difficult task of living as Christians in this 

world. Ash Wednesday is on February 17th this year, and St. Paul’s will be offering resources for households 
to observe and grow during this season. Please make sure and visit the parish hall to pick up your bag full 
of activities to observe this time together. 

7 Tips for observing Lent with your family 
1.  Use a Giving Calendar (included in your “Lent-in-a-Bag”):   

A Giving calendar is intended to support an intention of being attentive to, and giving thanks for, the 
abundance of our lives and engaging in the practice of giving out thanksgiving for that abundance. Money 
collected can be given to any number of institutions that serve God’s mission of a flourishing life for all 
people either locally or globally. In the form of a board game, it is a fun way for children to travel through 
Lent! Count your blessings, count them one by one. 

2.  Give up something as a family: 
Jesus fasted for 40 days. That is a very long time! It would be meaningful to teach your children about 

fasting by giving up something for the entire Lenten season or on Fridays during Lent. The key, of course, is 
that it has to be something you enjoy and want to do/eat/have. If you hate Brussels sprouts and decide to 
give them up during Lent, you may need to come up with something different. 

3. Reach out in love to your friends or neighbors a few times during Lent. 
Make dinner for a friend 

Bring flowers to a friend 

Make an appreciation card for a teacher 

Roll the trash cans in for a neighbor after pick-up. 

Organize some face-time with a grandparent or friend who lives far away. 

4. Get outside and go on a “wonder walk” around your neighborhood or in a local park.  
As a family, look for things that cause you to “wonder” - an interesting tree, an animal, the clouds and 

more! I wonder what these things say to us about God, who created everything. 

5. Make a prayer chain. 
Write a person or situation on 40 strips of paper. Assemble them into a paper chain. Remove one link per 

day, and pray for that thing with your children. 

6. Bake pretzels. 
Pretzels were first baked during Lent because they can be make with only water, flour and salt. The shape 

came from a posture of prayer, with arms crossed and hands on opposite shoulders. A monk made dough 
into this criss-crossed shape, and the pretzel was born!

Parish Annual Reports  
Due February 12 

There has been a lot of work by 
committees “behind the scenes” in 
2020, both virtually and with feet 
on the ground. 

It’s time to share with the Parish 
for our Annual Parish meeting 
booklet  — so get those reports in! 


