
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
 

Reopening for services June 28, 2020 
 

We are pleased to be reopening for services June 28, 2020. We are using the 
following plan to begin face-to-face worship based on protocols issues by the 
Centers for Disease Control in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. As long as we 
consider it safe, we will be using these guidelines for continuing in-house services. 

 

Measures taken in advance 

Sunday worship will consist of an 8 and 10:30 a.m. service. Other services will 
remain virtual opportunities during the week, including Deacon Betty Melton’s 
Tuesday and Thursday Evening Prayers. We also will continue posting the 10:30 
service on YouTube for parishioners who feel they cannot return to in-house 
services at this time.  

The nave and all carpeted and cloth surfaces throughout the church have been 
professionally cleaned and sanitized with a cleaning agent that kills and reduces 
the life of a virus for 90 days. Three hand sanitizing stations have been purchased 
and will be placed at the entrances to the nave. All prayer books, bibles, visitor 
cards etc. have been removed from the Nave. 

While you are not required to wear a mask, we strongly recommend the 
wearing of masks. Cloth masks have been sewn and donated and will be made 
available to parishioners as they enter the Nave. These masks will be given to 
parishioners with the hope that they take them home, wash them and wear them 
to church when they attend a service.  

The only areas of the church parishioners will be allowed to enter are the Nave 
and the adjoining hallway, with access to the restrooms. Other areas will be 
locked or blocked with signage indicating they are not accessible. Signs will be 
visible on exterior doors directing parishioners to the entrance that will be used.  

Parishioners will be asked and strongly encouraged to call the church office 
(601.693.2502) to notify the church that they plan to attend no later than noon 
on the Friday before the service. This will give the clergy, vestry, wardens and 



staff information on the number and names of members attending in the event 
we have a positive COVID-19 test from a parishioner.  

If positive COVID-19 test is discovered, we will strongly encourage the parishioner 
to notify the church office to implement a contact-tracing plan. This will be in all 
communications sent from the Parish to emphasize safe gatherings. 

 

Measures taken each Sunday  

Lots of things will be different as we return. There will be no food or beverages 
served due to the closure of the kitchen and parish hall. There will not be a choir 
to sing, however hymns will be played on the organ to enhance worship. 
Congregational singing will be discouraged due to the danger of spreading the 
virus.  

There will be no corporate communion or passing of a collection plate. One plate 
will be available in the rear of the church for parishioners to place their offerings. 
Parishioners are encouraged to mail tithes or contribute using the new online 
platform available (see more about it on website). Gloves and hand sanitizer will 
be available for vestry members assigned to count money.  

To observe social distancing, available pews for each service will be marked — 
each available pew is three pews apart from another pew. The pews used will be 
cleaned between services. Other areas cleaned between services include the 
restrooms, door hardware, interior and exterior handrails and sanitation stands.    

Paper bulletins will be placed in the marked pews for each service. Parishioners 
are asked to take their bulletins with them when they exit the Nave. 

Parents are asked to accompany their children to the restroom during the service 
to ensure proper hand washing. 

Those sitting in the pews closest to the rear exit will be asked to leave first at the 
conclusion of the service and those sitting in the pews closer to the front will use 
staggered times to follow at a safe distance.     

 

 

 

 

 



Measures taken during the week 

 

All surfaces in the Nave will be cleaned in anticipation for the next Sunday 
morning service including pews, door hardware, handrails, restrooms and 
sanitizing stands. Any paper left on the pews will be discarded. 

 

We welcome everyone back to St. Paul’s 

In these unusual times, we are taking extraordinary steps to ensure that we can 
be as safe as possible as we enter the Lord’s house again. We look forward to 
seeing everyone.  


